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Water PIE Vision

Sound decisions require good information.  Too often, the lack of access to water resource information constrains our ability to craft innovative solutions to regional issues and integrate these projects into a statewide water management framework.  The purpose of the Water Planning Information Exchange is to make access to water resource data easier for everyone.

The goal is to use Water Planning Information Exchange to share any information that would inform the California Water Plan, and other strategic planning efforts at the local and regional levels.  The subject material can range from basic hydrologic information, such as surface water, groundwater, water quality and climate information, to information about water use, demographics, water rates, service areas, environmental mitigation, and water projects.  Organizations could share all of this water resource information and more through Water Planning Information Exchange.

Understanding who collects what data where is essential.  Only after this information has been synthesized can we begin to discuss what efforts are duplicative and information is lacking.  These discussions will lead California to work more effectively at all levels of government, develop better analytical tools, and improve our management of scarce water-related resources.

Business Need

The California Water Plan Advisory Committee recognized the importance of, and the difficulties organizations have access to data.  Recommendation 11 states:

	“DWR and other State agencies must improve data, analytical tools, and information management and exchange needed to prepare, evaluate, and implement regional integrated resource plans and programs in cooperation with other federal, tribal, local, and research entities.” 
		California Water Plan, Update 2005.  Volume 1.  Chapter 5.  Page 5-17.

In Update 2009, the California Water Plan recommended developing Water Planning Information Exchange.  (California Water Plan, Update 2009.  Volume 1.  Chapter 6.  Page 6-15.)

Water PIE will:

· Promote integrated regional water management through sharing of water resource information.
· Support Recommendation 11 of the California Water Plan Update 2005.
· Increase efficiency and effectiveness of staff at all levels of government.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Support data collection at all levels of government.
· Support financial assistance programs as a method to publish data from
· projects


What is Water PIE?

Water Planning Information Exchange is a distributed system, where the organizations that collect the data control the data decide what to share.  People can access the data through a web-based, geographic user interface.  Access to water resources information will be easy.  A person interested in water resource data would be able to select an area of California, select an organization, select a type of data of interest, or some combination thereof.  Water Planning Information Exchange would query the data sources and return the information to the user in a standard format.  A common language, or metadata, would be enforced by Water Planning Information Exchange to ensure consistency between data sources, and ease of use for the public.
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